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Does more education lower the barriers to social mobility?
An analysis of three birth cohorts
during a period of educational expansion in Brazil
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Research in social stratification has long established that the direct effects of social
origin on occupational destination are lower for those with higher levels of
education. This is known as the compositional effect, through which many see
educational expansion as an equalizing force. Recent studies, however, have
challenged this position with new evidence showing the opposite. We contribute to
this debate by adding the Brazilian case during a period of rapid educational
expansion.We estimate the chances of class mobility, status attainment, and the
odds of reaching non-manual classes using data from three birth cohorts. Our
evidence shows that attaining higher levels of education reduces the origin—
destination association only for the older cohort. For the younger cohorts born after
educational expansion, mobility chances for the highly educated are no better '
compared to those with less education. In other words, educational expansion has
failed to reduce the direct link between origins and destinations for highly educated
Brazilians. We argue that these results reflect the positionality of education. As the
educational system expands,' the power of the compositional effect to reduce the
origin-destination association 1s seriously eroded.
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